Intrahepatic 5-FU retreatment of liver metastases of colorectal cancer that were progressive under previous systemic chemotherapy.
Sixteen patients with liver metastases of colorectal cancer that were progressive under systemic chemotherapy were treated by hepatic arterial infusion therapy. 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) with a daily dosage of 1 g/m2/day was given continuously for 5 consecutive days at 3-week intervals. Restaging after three cycles of treatment revealed three partial remissions (PRs) and five patients with stable disease (SD). Duration of response was a median 17 months in patients with PRs. Survival time of the total group of patients was 11.6 months. Patients with PRs had 19 months, patients with SD 13 months, and patients with progressive disease 9 months median survival time. In 12 of the patients, tumor growth was limited to the liver for a long period of time, and extrahepatic metastases occurred in the end-stage disease. Therefore, in patients with progressive liver metastases of colorectal cancer under systemic chemotherapy and with no extrahepatic metastases, intrahepatic arterial chemotherapy may offer a further chance for tumor control.